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FOR EXAMPLE USE ONLY.  YOUR ARE STRONGLY ADVISED TO CONSULT LEGAL COUNSEL BEFORE ENTERING INTO A HUNTING LEASE.  THIS EXAMPLE MAY NOT INCLUDE ISSUES AND CONDITIONS UNIQUE TO YOUR SITUATION.

HUNTING LEASE
___________________(Name) of ____________________________(Address) (“Lessors”), for good and valuable consideration, hereby agree to enter into a hunting lease with _______________________________(Name) of ________________________________(Address) (“Lessee”), this _______ day of ____________, 2010, subject to the terms below:
Recitals:

a. Lessors are the owner of the property described below;
b. Lessee wishes to lease the property from Lessors for the purpose of providing fee based hunting opportunities for clients;
c. The hunting lease shall include all deer seasons and both fall and spring turkey seasons.
Terms and Conditions:

1. Property.  Lessors agrees to lease to Lessee the following property (“Property”), located in _____________ Township, __________________________ County, Ohio:
The lease should clearly define what property is included in the lease. The property description should include county Auditor parcel numbers and legal descriptions if possible.  Expressly state any property that is not included in the lease.

2. Lease Term and Rent.  
Clearly identify when the lease begins, the length of the lease, and the termination date.  State the amount of the annual lease payment, when the payment(s) are due, and where rent payments should be sent.

2. Hunting Seasons.  
Issue to consider:


What seasons are included in the lease?



Deer (gun, bow, muzzleloader)



Turkey (spring and fall)


Nuisance Hunting



When and how can nuisance animals be hunted?




Groundhogs




Raccoons




Coyotes

3. Deer Killed.  

Are there any limits as to how many deer can be killed on the property?

Is there a minimum requirement as to how many female deer must be killed on the property?

4. Vehicle Access.  

What type of vehicles can access the property?

Where can vehicles drive on the property?

Where can vehicles park on the property?

5. Liability Insurance.  Lessee shall maintain a liability insurance policy of $_________________. 

6. Hunter Identification.  Lessee shall carry and/or provide its clients with identification cards.  Lessee and Guests shall agree to provide identification cards to Lessors upon request.

7. Hunter Orientation.  Lessee shall be solely responsible for providing an orientation to its clients.  This orientation shall include clearly identifying the Property boundaries and parking/driving areas.  Lessee shall also be responsible for assigning designated hunting areas for each client.  Any disputes over hunting areas between Hunters shall be resolved by Lessee.
8.  Use of Facilities.  

Are barns, sheds, and other structures included in the lease for storage or processing deer?

9. Hunting Laws.  Lessee and its guests shall adhere to all federal, state, and local hunting laws and shall obtain any and all permits and licenses required to hunt on the Property.

10. Tree Stands and Cameras.  

Are there any limits to the use of tree stands and cameras?

A provision should be included to require the tree stands and cameras to be removed at the end of the lease.

11. Removal of Trash and Refuse.  Lessee and its hunters shall remove all trash and refuse created by Lessee and its hunters.  Any significant trash or refuse left by Lessee or its hunters will result in a default of this Agreement.

12. Lessors Participation in Hunting.  

Consider reserving the right for you to hunt on the property.  If you do not reserve such a right, you cannot hunt on the property without the Lessee’s permission.

13. Posting.  
Are there any limits or restrictions on the use of signs on your property?

14. Road or Fence Damage.  Lessee agrees to repair any fences or other structures damages by Lessee or its guests.

15. Indemnify and Hold Harmless.  Lessee agrees to defend, indemnify and hold harmless Lessors from and against any and all claims, demands, judgments, damages, actions, causes of action, injuries, administrative orders, consent agreements and orders, liabilities, penalties, costs and expenses of any kind, including claims arising out of loss of life, injury to persons, property, or business in connection with the activities of the Tenant or parties in a contractual relationship with the Lessee. 
16. Execution of Agreement.  This agreement may be signed in counterparts by the parties.
Signed:

_____________________________

Date:________________

Lessor

_____________________________

Date:________________

Lessee

Leases for 4 or more years must be notarized and should be recorded.


